
Kalanchoe sp.                     
kal-un-KOH-ee 
 
Common Names: Flaming Katy, Devils Backbone, Mother of Millions, 
Chandelier Plant, Widows Thrill 
 
Family: Crassulaceae 
Origin: Africa, Asia 

Growth: Bushy 
Light: Full sun 
Foot Candles: 250+ 
Water: When completely dry 
Humidity: Not required 
Temperature: 18°C+ 
Soil: Cactus mix  
Container: Planter with drainage 
Nutrients: 5-10-5 Monthly in Spring & Summer   
Propagation: Seed, removal of offsets 
Interiorscape Use: Desert scapes, atrium, large planters, desktop 

Common Pests: Mealybugs, Aphids, Spider Mites, Scale, Thrips.

Common Issues: Root rot when overwatered. Will stretch with insufficient light. 


Comments: The Kalanchoe genus contains many different species, all very 
different from each other. The most commonly grown species is the Florists 
Kalanchoe, because of how easy it is to encourage flowering. Other species are 
only grown for their foliage and will often be found in assorted succulent displays. 
One of the most interesting Kalanchoes is the Mother of Millions; a plant that 
produces live baby plants on the leaf edges. These small plants come complete 
with their own dangling roots and just need to be brushed off to the ground to 
continue growing on their own, completely bypassing the need for seeds. Due to 
how easy this plant reproduces, it can be very invasive in tropical areas.  
Toxicity: Very rare chances of vomiting, diarrhea, and abnormal heart rhythm. 
Large quantities of the plant must be ingested for these effects. 


